
E-Learning Guidelines  
Frequently Asked Questions 
Guidance for commonly asked questions regarding e-learning in District 115. 
 
 

 

What are  
E-Learning days? 

E-Learning Days may be used in place of emergency days in order to ensure that 
learning is continuous and uninterrupted. District 115 believes that students can 
learn, regardless of whether or not they are physically in a school building.  

What is the purpose 
behind E-Learning 
days? 

● To provide meaningful, independent learning activities that occur outside 
of the physical school environment  

● To allow students an opportunity to continuously engage in course 
curriculum and apply content area skills 

● To provide opportunities for virtual collaboration and independent 
practice  

● To apply emerging technological skills, employ various modes of 
learning, and share ideas and thoughts virtually 

● To allow students opportunity to demonstrate their abilities to be: 
creative, adaptive, independent, collaborative, analytical, and socially & 
globally responsible 

How are E-Learning 
days different from 
current 
“emergency/snow” days? 

In the instance of emergency days and snow days, school districts are required 
by the state of Illinois to add make-up school days at the conclusion of the 
school year. By contrast, E-Learning days allow students to continue a full day’s 
learning, thereby meeting ISBE requirements for a school day (Illinois School 
Code Section 10-19.05).  

What method will be 
used to verify student 
attendance during an 
E-Learning day? 

Attendance will be taken by completing the online Google Attendance form by 
10:00 a.m. The online Google Attendance form is completed by the 
student/parent.  

What are the required 
teacher expectations to 
create, distribute, and 
assess E-Learning 
assignments? 

Teachers will post assignments electronically by 9:00 a.m. each E-Learning day, 
using platforms such as email, Google Classroom, or the Canvas Learning 
Management System to distribute learning activities.  



What are student 
expectations during 
E-Learning days? 

● Check school email and read and reply to any ongoing communication 
with teachers or peers 

● Check Google Classroom or Canvas daily to gain access to learning 
activities 

● Check for feedback daily and submit work by the established due date 
● Communicate with teacher if difficulty arises in completing work 
● Participate in teacher office hours as needed 
● Complete the required 5 hours of curriculum (Illinois School Code 

Section 10-19.05) 
● Complete the online attendance form by 10:00 a.m.  

How are assignments 
developed for the 
E-Learning day? 

Assignments and activities will be designed to keep students practicing the 
current skills and units they have been working on in class. Students will be able 
to access lesson instructions digitally and communicate with their teachers via 
either email, virtual office hours, or online discussion platforms. 

When should my student 
log into Google 
Classroom or Canvas?

  

Students may log into their Google Classroom or Canvas platform at any time. 
In many instances teachers will be available by electronic communication 
throughout the day.  Additionally, daily virtual office hours will be scheduled.  

How will I (or my child) 
verify that the learning 
activities or assignments 
are complete? 

Teachers will communicate assignment expectations and procedures via email, 
Google Classroom, or Canvas. In each of these platforms, students are able to 
see their submitted work to verify completion. 

If students are not able 
to complete the 
assignments by the 
required time (illness, 
previous appointments, 
etc.), what are the 
parameters for make-up 
work? 

Students who are sick or who are unable to log into Canvas or Google 
Classroom on an E-Learning day will need to be called in to the school 
attendance line by a parent/guardian by 1:00 p.m, just as they would on a normal 
school day.  Students who do not comply with this expectation will be marked 
absent for the day. Teachers and students will follow the same make-up 
procedures as stated in the school handbook. If a student is sick, he/she will be 
given additional time to complete assignments. 

Do I need to call in if my 
student has a 
pre-arranged absence? 
(doctor, college visit, 
trip, etc)? 

Since all students will have access to E-Learning activities and may complete 
these activities independently, there is no need to call in for a pre-arranged 
absence as long as the student completes work as required by their teachers.  

What about a student 
who is unable to connect 
to the internet (lack of 

Please contact parentsupport@y115.org with concerns about internet access.  

mailto:parentsupport@y115.org


access, power/internet 
outage)? 

In the event of a power or internet outage during an emergency day, the district 
will communicate a course of action for students to complete the work another 
day or in another manner. 

What happens if my 
child needs assistance 
with their learning 
activities? 

Teachers will communicate to students/parents daily during 2 virtual office hour 
sessions. During these times, teachers will monitor and respond as quickly as 
possible. Outside of this time, teachers will check digital communication 
periodically throughout the day. Parents and students are encouraged to continue 
to communicate with teachers through the current digital communication tool in 
place in their classroom (i.e. email, DoJo, Remind, etc.)  

Will students with 
special education 
accommodations have 
alternative means to 
access their education on 
E-Learning Days? 

Yes, students with special education accommodations will be provided 
alternative means of access or learning activities from their caseload manager 
just as they would during a normal school day.  

How will E-Learning 
days impact after-school 
activities? 

If schools are closed, there will be no after-school activities until further notice is 
provided by the district.  

Will the school days 
missed be made up at 
the end of the year? 

E-Learning Days may be used in place of emergency days in order to ensure that 
learning is continuous and uninterrupted. Enacting an e-learning day in lieu of an 
emergency day allows for learning to continue uninterrupted and does not need 
to be made up.  If more than five (5) emergency/e-learning days are used, any 
additional days are considered “Act of God” days and therefore do not require 
attendance at the end of the year (Illinois School Code Section 10-19.05). 

 

 


